AG TIPS FOR SUCCESSFULLY GROWING LUCERNE

Soil Type Requirements

Lucerne will not tolerate acid soils with high aluminium levels. A soil test is essential in order to determine the paddocks
suitability for lucerne. Soil pH should be between 5.5 and 6.5 (calcium chloride) for successful establishment. Lucerne also needs
well drained soils and will not persist in waterlogged soils.

Rainfall & Sowing Rate

The sowing rate for Titan 7 & Titan 9 will generally depend on rainfall.
Below 400mm 2 -4kg/ha
400-600 mm  4-6kg/ha
600-750 mm  8-10kg/ha
750-900 mm  15-20 kg/ha

Sowing rates should be treated as the minimum required and are recommended on the basis of excellent
establishment results. Generally most farmers increase these sowing rates by 1 - 2 kg/ha to compensate for some
plants not establishing.

Sowin

It is important not to sow your seed too deep. The seed should be covered by 1 - 2 cm of soil in a well prepared
seedbed. The use of light harrows or weldmesh behind the drill is best. Roll paddock to get good seed to soil contact
for better establishment. Phosphorus is the key element in lucerne growth and development and should always be
used at sowing. Refer to your soil test and consult with your local fertiliser representative for rates.

Seed Treatments Using AWS SowEasy KickStart Seed

Lucerne seed should nearly always be coated in order for successful establishment.
AWS SowEasy KickStart seed offers the following benefits:

o Extended Rhizobia shelf life

e Apron treatment providing protection from damping off diseases

e Increase seedling emergence and survival compared to untreated seed
e Gaucho insecticide for red legged earth mite protection

Grazing Management

It is generally accepted that the optimum management strategy for maximum
productivity and persistence of lucerne in its first year, is to have the stand be at
least 20cm high and preferably 10% flowering before first cut or grazing. This allows
adequate root reserves to be laid down for strong regrowth after cutting. Another
good indication of when to first cut or graze stands is to look for the appearance of
2cm long new shoots from the crown of the plant (as pictured). This may be a more
reliable indicator than the 10% flowering yardstick. As a general rule rotational
grazing must be adhered to for the lucerne stand to persist for years to come.
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